
 

 

2015 Friends of The OPP 
Museum Heritage Award 
Winner | Michael Barnes 

The Friends of The OPP Museum 

Heritage Award was established in 

2014 to recognize the efforts of 

authors and researchers whose work 

builds a greater understanding of the 

contributions of the men and women 

of the Ontario Provincial Police.   

Preserving and Celebrating 
the history of the Ontario  

Provincial Police. 

MICHAEL BARNES, CM 

Numerous works by Barnes, while 

not primarily about the OPP, include 

significant OPP related stories and 

officers, like this book on Red Lake, 

published in 2008. 
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A Prolific Author  

Born in London, England, Michael 
Barnes came to Canada in 1956. He 
received a B.A. from the University of 
Western Ontario in 1964 and an 
M.Ed. from the University of 
Toronto in 1971.  

A former school principal, newspaper 
columnist and broadcaster, Barnes 
became a full-time writer and has 
more than 50 books to his credit.     

His work reflects a passion for a 
number of subjects including the 
mining and resource industries, and 
he is recognized as an authority on 
the history and folklore of Northern 
Ontario.   
 
His books, written for both adults and 
children reflect his commitment to 
documenting the unique and 
fascinating history of Ontario.   
 
The Ontario Provincial Police 
are fortunate to have been 
featured in several works by 
Barnes, who has been a 
decades long supporter of the 
organization.  In fact, in 1991, 
Barnes was awarded the title of 
Honorary Inspector in the 
Ontario Provincial Police.   
 
In 1994, Barnes was made a 
Member of the Order of 
Canada.   

Documenting those 
we’ve lost 

One of the most significant 
contributions that Barnes has made 
to the historic record of the Ontario 
Provincial Police was to research, 
document and present the lives of 
every member of the OPP Honour 
Roll—members who have given 
their lives in service to the people of 
Ontario.   
 
In Dedication to Duty, Barnes 
chronicles not just the 
circumstances of these tragic 
deaths, but he took great care to 
discover and share the key details 
of their careers and personal lives, 
elevating their stories beyond bare 
facts.   
 

Heritage Award 

Honorary Inspector Barnes was 

awarded the 2015 Friends of The OPP 

Museum Heritage Award for research 

and writing in recognition of his efforts 

in preserving and celebrating the writ-

ten history of the Ontario Provincial 

Police.   

Barnes has written numerous books 

that explore and showcase the work of 

the OPP.  His efforts represent a sig-

nificant contribution to documenting 

the history of policing in Ontario.   
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