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The OPP Museum Grand Opening  
On November 10th, 2022, The OPP Museum hosted a wonderful in-person 

Grand Opening of our newest exhibit Behind the Badge. We welcomed over 

one hundred amazing donors and supporters, without whom we could not 

continue to share the history of the OPP.  
 

 

  

After an official piping in ceremony, Commissioner Carrique and honoured 

speakers shared their thoughts on the importance of collecting and sharing the 



 

diverse stories of our organization, and The OPP Museum’s value as a place to 

gather, share and reflect on its 113-year history.  
 

 

After an official ribbon cutting, guests were invited to explore the new exhibits 

and enjoy some refreshments.  
 

 

 

Left to right: Friends President, Superintendent (retired) Mal Chivers, Commissioner 

Carrique and Curator Chris Johnstone.  



 

 

Deputy Commissioner Rose Dimarco 

and Provincial Commander Mary 

Silverthorn stop to acknowledge  the 

milestone year that women first 

joined the OPP as uniform members, 

1974.  

 

Chris Johnstone gets caught up with 

Staff Sergeant (retired) Ron Allen 

who’s uniform and gear is featured in 

a display about motorcycles officers 

in the 1970s.  

  



 

 

Manager Communications Support 

Unit, and Acting President of the 

Civilian Association of Managers and 

Specialists Nancy Merriman, pauses 

for a photo with “living” exhibit, 

Sergeant Kerry Schmidt.  

 

Commissioner Carrique speaks with 

donor, retired Superintendent Ken 

Leppert who graciously donated his 

Criminal Investigation Branch ring to 

the collection.  

  



 

 

Three stories of survival are featured in the new display with, left to right, Inspector 

(retired) Angie McCollum, Detective Constable (retired) D. Gregg Summerhayes, and 

Sergeant (retired) Scott Couse.  

 



 

The 1970s living and working space 

was a favourite spot to stop and 

reminisce.  

 

Senior Constable (retired) Gerry 

Dowd poses with the Museum’s 

1977 Harley Davidson, and a display 

case that includes a number of his 

artifacts from his time with the 

motorcycle patrol.  

  

 

The new gallery guide was very well received by guests and be sure to get a 

free copy when you visit!  
 



 

OPP Harley Davidson Miniature Motorcycle  
 

  

 

In 2020, Detective Constable Andrew Rudd donated a wonderful 1/8 scale 

model of an OPP motorcycle (2020.20.1). Built in 1990 by Charles Pennington, 

of Simcoe, Ontario, this took around 120 hours to build. Charles later gifted the 

model it to his nephew, Andrew, who would go on to join the OPP, and was 

recently able to visit the model here at The OPP Museum!  
 



  

The motorcycle was produced by Revell or possibly/Tamiya as a general police 

bike, but for accuracy it had to be custom tailored to represent an OPP 

motorcycle. Charles found that the parts were of excellent quality and fit 

together well. “The engine was the most interesting part of the build. It was like 

a model of its own before it was set in the motorcycle frame. This build provided 

a real sense of satisfaction as each piece was assembled.” The red light is 



 

custom fitted with a bulb wired to one of the saddle bags with a flasher unit. 

  

Andrew asked his uncle for permission to donate it to the museum in 2020 so it 

could be shared with our visitors in our current exhibit Behind the Badge. It is a 

superb addition to Case 36, which highlights the Motorcycle Patrol. With thanks 

to Robert Rudd, Detective Constable Andrew Rudd and Charles Pennington for 

sharing this wonderful heirloom and story.  
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The exhibit team, from left to right: Superintendent Mike McDonell, designers Nikki 

Bowers and Dawn Carlisle of County Workhouse, Manager Nancy Merriman, 

Graphic Designer Matthew Oliveira, Assistant Curator Karin Taylor and Curator 

Christine Johnstone  

 

In Commemoration of Queen Elizabeth II 
By Chris Johnstone  

  

In 2022, Canada celebrated the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II, marking her 70th anniversary on the Throne. She was 

Canada’s longest reigning Sovereign and the first to celebrate a platinum 

jubilee. 

  

To mark her historic milestone, Canadian communities were invited to celebrate 

the Jubilee with a financial grant program from the Government of Canada - 

Canadian Heritage. The OPP Museum, with support from Friends of The OPP 

Museum, were granted funds to develop an exhibit to celebrate and 

commemorate the Queen and her long service to the people of the 

Commonwealth. This exhibit, profiling the OPP’s unique relationship with Her 

Majesty and other members of the Royal Family, can be seen at OPP General 

Headquarters in Orillia until spring of 2023. 

 

The OPP and Royal Visits 

Since 1909, the OPP’s role as the Crown’s Police Force in Ontario has been to 

provide security to visiting monarchs and members of the Royal Family. It is an 

honour and a duty that has been met by generations of serving OPP members, 



 

and Royal Duty has long been regarded as a career highlight by those selected 

to serve. 

  

The first time a reigning monarch visited Canada was in 1939 when King 

George VI and Queen Elizabeth toured the country, with multiple stops in 

Ontario. Dozens of OPP officers lined parade routes as additional members on 

motorcycles escorted the royal couple’s motorcade across the province. 

Members were also strategically placed near speaking platforms and among 

the massive crowds who gathered at the many stops they made during their 

goodwill tour - a tour that has been widely documented by historians as having 

been designed to win support for Britain on the verge of the Second World War. 

   
 

 

A New Reign 

When 25-year-old Princess Elizabeth ascended to the British throne in 1952, 

she became the Queen of Canada, and therefore, the head of the Ontario 

Provincial Police, replacing her father, King George VI.  When her reign began, 

a new cap badge was introduced to the OPP that more closely reflected the 

crown that she chose to wear, over that of her father’s. 

  

The OPP's relationship with Queen Elizabeth II began with her first visit to 

Ontario in 1951. Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh and the Duke of 

Edinburgh visited Ontario from October 8th through November 11th. Their 

primary purpose was to review the Royal Military College of Canada’s cadets 

on parade, but they also visited Ottawa, Brockville, Trenton, Toronto, Niagara 

Falls, Hamilton, Brantford, St. Catharines, Windsor, Fort William, North Bay and 

Kapuskasing.  
 



 

 

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth 

photographed on the Royal Train 

during a stop in Brantford, 1939. 

Donated by Windsor Police Inspector 

Kenneth Farrow. (2002.60.11)  

 

The arrival of Princess Elizabeth and 

Prince Philip, alighting from a 

Canadian Air Force plane at the 

Kapuskasing, Ontario airport on 

October 15, 1951. (2008.86.170)  

 

The return of the royal couple to Ontario would be six years later, in 1957, but 

with a change in status as Elizabeth was now visiting as reigning Monarch, 

Queen Elizabeth II. They would return to Ontario again in 1959, 1964, 1967, 

twice in 1973, 1977, 1982 and 1984. Queen Elizabeth II alone would visit 

Ottawa in 1990 and again in 1992 to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of 

Confederation and her Ruby Anniversary.  
 



 

In 2002 they joined Canadians in the celebration of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 

by attending events in Ottawa, Oakville and Hamilton, as well as the Festival of 

Ontario that was held at the CNE Grounds in Toronto. Hundreds of visitors, 

including the OPP, put together displays and presentations for her majesty as 

they toured the building with Premier Ernie Eves, pictured here. 

  

The 22nd and final visit of Her Majesty and Prince Philip to Canada was from 

June 30 – July 6, 2010. They celebrated Canada Day in Ottawa, toured the 

Canadian Museum of Nature and visited Waterloo. Beyond official Royal visits, 

Queen Elizabeth II’s official portrait has hung in every OPP Detachment and 

Headquarters building since her Coronation. The Queen’s constant presence 

has served as a touchstone for many of the provincial officers who have served 

during her reign. As proud recipients of the Queen’s Commission (awarded to 

those holding the rank of inspector and above), senior ranking members of the 

OPP have a special connection through this historic royal relationship, the only 

police officers in the province, outside of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(RCMP), to have been awarded this distinction. 

Many members of OPP senior command have had the pleasure of meeting 

Queen Elizabeth II over the years. Often in concert with the Ontario Lieutenant 

Governor, various commissioners have served as escort at receptions and 

special events held in her honour, often citing their experiences as a highlight of 

their respective careers. 

The Ontario Provincial Police looks forward to further developing its relationship 

with King Charles III and Camilla, Queen Consort, in the years to come.  
 



 

 

Queen Elizabeth II greets members 

during an inspection, escorted by 

Commissioner R. Archie Ferguson, 

during her 1984 visit. She was 

presented with a copy of the OPP’s 

official history book, published that 

year on the occasion of the OPP’s 

75th Anniversary. (2017.42.5)  

 

In 1997, Queen Elizabeth II and the 

Duke of Edinburgh returned for 

another visit to London, Stratford, 

Brantford, Toronto, North Bay and 

Ottawa.  

 

The Year in Review  
As we wind down 2022, we wanted to take a brief look back at some of the 

things we have done this year. 

  

The OPP Museum was proud to support the 2022 Terry Fox Run 

  

Founded in 1988, the Terry Fox Foundation (TFF) raises funds and awareness 

for cancer research. The charity was founded to honour the legacy of Terry Fox 

and his Marathon of Hope after he was diagnosed with bone cancer in 1977. 



 

Terry ran 5,373 km across Canada to raise awareness and money for cancer 

research. 
 

  

 

A few young supporters got the rare chance to sit behind the wheel of our 

vintage car – here Daxton takes the wheel. 

  



 

The Orillia Run was a rousing success. While attendees had to contend with 

a morning downpour, by the time the run commenced, the sun was shining 

as they completed the 5 km course and added many thousands of dollars to 

the total raised for this important and impactful cause. Over the last 34 years, 

The Terry Fox Foundation has raised over $800 million to support research 

and treatment for those affected by this terrible disease.  

 

Provincial Recruitment Day at GHQ 

Friends of The OPP Museum executive attended Recruitment Day at GHQ on 

October 1, 2022.  

 

 

 

Beside the display, left to right Mal Chivers, President, Judi Armstrong, 

Secretary and Volunteer Coordinator, Dave Osborne, Past President and 

Peter McGuinness, Vice-President. 

Santa Claus is Coming to Town! 
  

Car 7-500 made a special appearance at the Orillia District Chamber of 



 

Commerce Santa Claus Parade on November 19, 2022. Our vintage vehicle 

really drew some attention with many attendees enjoying a quick selfie as it 

was driven past by Jeff Hopkins of OPP Fleet Services.  
 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Tyler Evans, Orillia Matters  

 

Did You Know? Fast Facts about the OPP 

   

• The first leather handcuff cases were issued after March 19, 1941, 

according to Standing Orders, No. 2, 2-3 under Commissioner Stringer. 

This was a practical response to the damage done to the fabric of 



 

uniform pants when they were carried in a pocket, and the difficulty 

officers had retrieving them when apprehending a suspect. 

• According to the Standing Orders No. 19, 2 of August 1, 1929, warrant 

cards were introduced in 1921 by Commissioner Major General Harry 

Cawthra-Elliot. The Museum has V.A.S. Williams’ 1922 warrant card in 

the collection, the year he became Commissioner. 

• In 1993, Don Van Massenhoven of the OPP’s Pinery Park Detachment 

left behind his police uniform for NHL referee’s apparel. Van 

Massenhoven presided over his last game on April 4, 2014, having 

officiated 1,366 games over his NHL career. 

• In 1931, Provincial Constable Jack Hinchliffe bought a Henderson KL 

motorcycle at P.A. McBride Cycle in Toronto. At the time, OPP officers 

had to buy their own motorcycles for patrol, but were paid back for 

depreciation, oil and gas. The bike cost Jack $525.00. 

• According to Google maps, it would take over 26 hours to travel from the 

most northern Ontario Provincial Police detachment at Pickle Lake, to 

the most southern detachment at Pelee Island, which is used exclusively 

during summer months. The trip would include a ferry ride out of 

Leamington. 

 

 



  

Canine calendars are a great holiday gift! 
  

 All proceeds from calendar sales go to the OPP Youth Foundation, which 

supports struggling youth, and Friends of The OPP Museum, which supports 

The OPP Museum and the preservation of the history of the OPP.  

 Only $15!  



 

 Please visit www.oppshop.on.ca/canine-calendar-2023.html to order yours 

today –or stop by The OPP Shop in person! 
 

 

 

It’s time to renew your Friends Membership! 
  

2023 Annual memberships are now available for the low cost of $25.00. 

Payment can be made online by credit card, cheques can be sent in the mail, 

or cash payments are accepted in person only. 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a volunteer registered charitable organization 

dedicated to supporting and promoting the preservation of the history of 

the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and The OPP Museum through outreach, 

special event initiatives and fundraising. 

Friends is made up of volunteers from varied backgrounds and communities 

who have something in common – an interest in the history of our province and 

the desire to contribute to their community. 

Members receive informative newsletters, invites to fundraising initiatives, 

exhibit openings and special events, and have voting rights at the Annual 

General Meeting.   

  

For more information, or to sign up or renew, please visit 

https://oppmuseumfriends.ca/product/friends-of-the-opp-museum-membership/  
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From all of us at The OPP Museum and Friends, 
we wish you the very best this holiday season!  

  

See you in 2023! 

  

The Friends/Museum Newsletter Team 

Karin, Nancy, Chris and Faye  
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