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Happy Anniversary! Celebrating 15 years of Friends 2008-2023 
 

  



 

OPP Commissioner Julian Fantino is among the first to sign up for membership 

in Friends of The OPP Museum when it was officially launched on May 22, 

2008. He is pictured here with Museum Assistant Paula Drew (Kopeschny) and 

Treasurer Terry Hehn. 

  

Friends of the OPP Museum (FOPPM) was incorporated in 2008 as a volunteer 

registered charitable organization and founded on the premise of supporting the 

OPP Museum’s research, collection and educational endeavours.  
 

 

 

Fingers are crossed as Dave Lees 

and Paula Drew (Kopeschny) press 

send to distribute the ceremonial 

first-ever Museum/Friends 

newsletter, 2008.  

 

Three former Friends’ Presidents – 

Pat Bromley, Dorothy Duncan and 

Doug Cole at the 2010 AGM.  

 

Core funding for the Museum and staff comes from the OPP for essential 

operations, while the FOPPM play an important role in supporting the Museum 

to bring awareness to the OPP’s heritage, providing support for special events 

and coordinating volunteer led tours.  
 



 

 

A group of members gathered in the 

Museum gallery in 2014.  

 

Retired Sergeant Bill Litowski 

presents a donation cheque to 

Curator Chris Johnstone and board 

member, retired Inspector Angie 

McCollum, 2013.  

 

 

Long time members and supporters Nancy and Rod Williams at a fundraising 

event in 2012. Retired Inspector Rod Williams also served as a Friends’ 

board member and was once in charge of supervising the Museum before it 

moved to GHQ in Orillia.  

The FOPPM have raised money for several endeavours through runs, bike 

rides, bake and craft sales, art and silent auctions which supports a variety of 



 

OPP Museum projects. The grandest of which is the Temagami, a 22-foot 

mahogany launch built in 1949 to patrol Lake Temagami in Northern Ontario. 

Purchased from a private owner, significant funds were raised by FOPPM 

volunteers and Museum staff to restore the boat to its original state. Temagami 

is displayed on the street scape at General Headquarters, just down the hall 

from the Museum, as a constant reminder of the importance of the supportive 

relationship the FOPPM have towards the Museum.  
 

 

 

Before he was the Friends’ 

President, Superintendent (ret.) Mal 

Chivers discusses Temagami with 

Superintendent (ret.) Jack Burke, 

who kept our waters safe as a driver 

of Temagami in the 1960s.  

 

Friends Volunteers and Museum 

staff gathered in 2019 to celebrate 

the 30th birthday of Car 7-500 and 

the 70th Birthday of Temagami at 

OPP GHQ.  

 

And as their latest venture, the FOPPM have taken on running the OPP Shop! 

On November 8, 2021, the Friends were gifted a store from the OPP 

Commissioned Officers’ Association (COA). The store, located at General 

Headquarters, is operated by two paid employees. The Shop sells exclusive 

OPP branded products including sweatshirts, mugs, rings, hats, bags and 

officer specific apparel and materials. Funds raised go towards the fulfillment of 

Friends’ mandate to preserve and celebrate OPP history.  
 



  

 

Friends’ volunteers have given countless tours to hundreds of visitors over the 

past fifteen years. Here, Past President Dave Osborne poses with a Probus 

Tour group in 2016. 

 

Happy anniversary Friends, and may the future continue to bring you great 

success!  
 

 

 

Hello from Karen and Carole at the OPP Shop! 

 

 

The OPP Shop was acquired by Friends of the OPP Museum back in 

November 2021, and although not much has changed from the customers 

viewpoint, many things have changed in the background.  The shop reopened 

to the public in July 2022 (after being closed due to COVID) and has been 

struggling with some supply chain issues but has still managed to bring in some 

new feature items for everyone to enjoy.   One of our latest featured items is 

the K9 Hero dog.   

 



 

  

 

Currently, we are carrying a German Shepherd and we are looking at featuring 

a new breed of dog with the launch of the 2024 Canine Calendar, so start your 

collection now.  If you love the K9 Hero dog, you will love the Tactical OPP 

Teddy.   

  

Don't forget to check out any of our other new items which you can find on our 

new OPP Shop website that was launched in early February.  For those of you 

that had an account on our old website, you will need to create a new account 

or check out as a guest as your purchase history will not carry over onto the 

new site.  Sorry for any inconvenience.   The new site also features a link to 

make a donation to Friends of the OPP Museum as well as shop hours and 

info.  Please make a point of checking out the new site 

at  https://www.oppshop.on.ca/  Or come and visit us in person at the 

shop.  We look forward to continuing to provide you with great service and OPP 

custom branded products. 

 

Please stop by and say hi to Karen, Manager of the OPP Shop, and Carole, 

Sales Associate.   

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foppmuseumfriends.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D06ae18839ee4c69bde36d1d29%26id%3D06f0651ab8%26e%3Dd5b5a53c5f&data=05%7C01%7Cchristine.johnstone%40opp.ca%7C9284fa85f95442b7ee9e08db19b428f8%7C73ce4d7298a24f13b5b06c3d3ff1fcd9%7C0%7C0%7C638132033798881017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Gthv9IL4mb%2FFe5KpzLzPjAcJ90DqqBo3lcovkHbTW0%3D&reserved=0


  

 

 

The OPP gets Lego-ized 
 

 

Since 2016, Daniel Ng has been sharing his Lego creations on his Twitter and 

Instagram pages.It is easy to see why he can boast over 13,500 followers - 

Daniel creates Lego police! During the day, Daniel works as a street car driver 

for the Toronto Transit Authority (TTC) and an auxiliary officer with Toronto 

Police Service’s 43 Division. But his free time is spent miniaturizing the city he 

calls home. 

 

Daniel’s beloved creations are welcome gifts to many officers and services. He 

is seen here with Constable Sinderela Chung of the Toronto Police Service 

receiving her miniature.  
 



 

 

Image courtesy of the Toronto Police Service  

After honing his craft for the last 7 years, it takes him around 30-45 minutes to 

completely build an individual figure. But that does not include the hours of 

sourcing the individual pieces online, or the time it takes to shrink and print 

police flashes, cap badges and name tags for his creations. 

 

Daniel sees his role as an auxiliary officer, and his online influence, as a 

platform to educate the public on the important role police have in public-safety, 

and wishes to lessen tensions between law enforcement and the community. 

And Daniel’s creativity knows no bounds as he has built figurines for the 

Toronto Police Service including the Canine Unit and Dispatchers, the Toronto 

Transit Authority (TTC), paramedics, firefighters, mail persons and even OPP 

officers including specialty units like the Explosives Disposal, Tactics and 



 

Rescue and Emergency Response Units. He is also expanding his collection to 

include police stations and a TTC streetcar.  
 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Daniel for his generous gift of OPP Lego figures to the 

Museum’s collection. You can visit them in our donation box and in the Learn 

and Play space in our Gallery. Drop by and enjoy these wonderful miniatures 

and follow Daniel on Twitter: @legocopgta and Instagram: legocopgta to enjoy 

his delightful creations!  
 

 

 

Did You Know? Fast Facts about the OPP 
 

• The OPP just welcomed Recruit Class 500 in mid-December to the 

ranks. We wish them well as they train and study at the Ontario Police 

College and look forward to seeing them at their graduation in the spring. 

• The first formal School of Instruction for OPP recruits was established in 

1920 at Queen’s Park in Toronto, just over ten years after the creation of 

the OPP. The establishment corresponded with an influx of recruits, who 

received lectures covering general duties of a constable including law 

enforcement in general, Criminal Code and other penal statutes, 

provincial statutes, including the liquor Control Act, Highway Traffic Act, 



 

Children’s Protection Act, Game and Fisheries Act, etc., court procedure 

and giving evidence, police regulations and reports, office routine, 

financial matters relating to the Force, and weapons training.  

• The OPP were the first Canadian police service to use RADAR in 1954. 

When RADAR started to be used on Ontario roads, the OPP had to use 

“Speed Limit RADAR Enforced” signs along the road to warn 

approaching motorists as RADAR was accused of being 

“unsportsmanlike 

 

  

 



 

Celebrating Indigenous History and Culture at GHQ 
 

 

In December and January, Museum Staff participated in events hosted by the 

Indigenous Police Bureau. Learn to Bead taught us the importance of 

indigenous decorative arts which date back centuries in the archeological 

record. Inspired by beliefs and used to narrate their stories and express 

individual styles, beads were historically made of stone, ceramics, quills, bones, 

shell and naturally occurring metals. Later, glass beads and forged metals were 

introduced to the long-standing art form. Contemporary beading has retained 

the use of glass and is prominent in clothing like regalia, and on leather work, 

as can be seen in case #5 of our Gallery.  
 

 

 

Chris Johnstone shows her beading 

prowess.  

 

Chris and Karin Taylor display their 

completed Orange Shirt beading 

pieces.  

In recognition of Bill S-219 receiving Royal Assent, an act respecting a National 

Ribbon Skirt Day, the Indigenous Policing Bureau held a traditional round 

dance and drumming, a special event to encourage healing, celebrating and 

honouring life. This Bill passed after much advocacy when Isabella Kulak of 

Cote First Nation, Treaty 4 Territory in Saskatchewan, was shamed for wearing 

her Ribbon Skirt to school. Traditionally Ribbon Skirts are worn for special 

events and ceremonies, showing the strength and pride of women, girls and 



 

gender diverse persons of their Indigenous identity and heritage. Going 

forward, Ribbon Skirt Day will be recognized on January 4th of each year. 

 

 

  

 

 

Until next time! 

 

The Newsletter Team 

Karin, Nancy, Chris, Faye and Judi  
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